
9th Grade Honors ELA Summer Reading Information  
 

 

Dear Parents and Students, 

Summer vacation is approaching!  It is important to remember that students need to practice academic skills during 

these months.  Due to the lengthy summer break, many students lose momentum with their academic progress and 

fail to maintain a healthy academic lifestyle.  As a part of your child’s requirements for ninth grade honors English, 

students are required to participate in summer reading assignments to promote continued academic practice.  

This summer assignment is not something that can be put off until the end of the summer, so get started as soon as 

possible. Students should remember they are making a commitment as an honors student to complete their work to 

the best of their ability. We expect honors level work, so please plan your time accordingly. Please note that failure 

to complete this summer reading requirement on time will result in a zero for a test grade. Students unwilling to 

complete the summer work should seriously reconsider their decision to take honors ELA.  

The honors program is rigorous and exists to provide students with a greater academic challenge and increased 

opportunities for independent learning and critical thinking. The ninth grade honors classes begin to prepare 

students for the AP classes they will take later in high school and aid students in beginning to prepare for the level 

of expectation and rigor they will experience once in college.  

This summer, your child will be required to read The Book Thief and complete a close reading and analysis 

assignment for a test grade. The assignment will be submitted the first day of school.  Attached are the specific 

instructions for this assignment and the rubric that will be used to assess your child’s work. We recommend that 

your child obtain his/her own personal copy of the book as we will be utilizing the book the first few weeks of 

school.  

We look forward to teaching your child during the 2021-2022 school year! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: 

The Book Thief by Markus Zusak 

ISBN: 9780375842207 

 

 

If you have questions please reach out to the 
contact at your school: 

SEHS- Mrs. Howard lehoward@effingham.k12.ga.us  

STEM- Mr. McNeal smcneal@effingham.k12.ga.us 

ECHS- Mrs. Jones djones@effingham.k12.ga.us  
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Assignment Instructions 
1. All 2021-2022 Ninth Grade Honors English students will read The Book Thief by Markus Zusak (ISBN: 

9780375842207). Please make sure you do not accidentally read the young reader’s edition of the novel.  
2. You will submit a printed copy of your assignment on the first day of school. Please be sure it is in MLA format: 1-

inch margins, Times New Roman, 12 pt. font, and double-spaced. You will also need to submit the rubric with 
your printed assignment.  

3. Take the time to actively read the novel. Use sticky notes to annotate your text. The more you think critically about 
the events of the novel, the better prepared you will be to complete your summer reading assignment and 
participate in thoughtful and meaningful discussions and activities in class.  

4. Your work should be reflective of your commitment as an honors student. Be thorough and thoughtful.  The 
assignment is worth one summative assessment grade.  

5. When school begins, you will participate in class discussions over the novel for which you will receive a grade. You 
may also be asked to complete other assignments to demonstrate your understanding of the novel.  Failure to 
complete this assignment will have a far-reaching impact beyond the first day of school. 

6. If you have any questions or need any clarification for this assignment, please reach out to the contact for your 
school. Waiting until the last minute to ask questions or seek help will not result in being granted an extension on 
the due date.  

We hope you enjoy reading this book, and look forward to discussing it with you in the fall. Have a great summer! 

 
Part 1: Main Characters- The narrator of the story states, “I’m always finding humans at their best and worst. I see their ugly 

and their beauty, and I wonder how the same thing can be both” (Zusak 491). Identify and describe (in your own words) the 

three most important characters in the novel.  Each description should be a solid paragraph that demonstrates a deep and 

unique understanding of the characters, their personalities, and their roles in the novel.  

Part II: Discussion Topics – Respond to each discussion topic in paragraph format. Each answer should be a substantial 
paragraph that demonstrates a clear answer to the questions with cited textual evidence for support. Answers should 
communicate critical thinking and a clear understanding of the novel. Refer to the question in parenthesis as a guide to help 
you think through possible elements of each topic.  
 

A. Death as a Narrator (What was the author’s purpose behind choosing Death as a narrator? Is this a trustworthy 
narrator? How does Death see things that a human narrator might not? What is his perspective on humanity, on life? 
In the novel, the narrator, Death, sees the world, people, and events in colors. What are the colors in the story and 
how are they used in the novel to convey Death’s perspective?) 

B. Coming of Age and Adolescence (Analyze Liesel’s friendship with Rudy. Death says that Rudy does not offer his 
friendship “for free” (Zusak 51). What does Rudy want from Liesel? Does she feel about him in the way he feels 
about her? Why or why not? What does she learn about herself through her relationship with him? How does Liesel 
grow into a good and generous person despite all the suffering around her?) 

C. Conformity and Resistance (What choices do characters make about groups they will belong to? What groups do 
they belong to without choice? What are the consequences? How do we face similar challenges in today’s society? 
How does these choices affect modern relationships? Name some acts of resistance in the book, from large to small. 
What does the author intend to communicate with the inclusion of these acts? What are some acts of resistance we 
see in our country today?) 

D. The Power of Words and Books (Who has power in the book? How does Liesel gain power, and how does Max? 
Toward the end of the novel, Liesel remarks to herself that words give power. How so? What impact does Liesel’s 
attempt to write have on her survival? Discuss the meaning of Max painting over Mein Kompf. What is he able to 
express by doing this and by drawing over it, that he cannot convey in person?) 

E. Liesel’s Relationship with Max (Compare and contrast the lives of Liesel and Max Vandenburg. How does Max’s 
life give Liesel purpose? How does Liesel impact Max?) 

F. Courage (Hans Junior, a nazi soldier, calls his dad a coward because he doesn’t belong to the Nazi Party. Consider 
the Hubermann household. Is Hans Hubermann a courageous man? How does he show courage or lack of courage? 
Do his actions create a home which is a refuge or a battleground? Support your choices.) 

G. Morality and Legality (In wartime, conventional notions or ideas of morality and legality are continually tested. 
Discuss the ways the actions of characters complicates or challenges our ideas of justice and judgement, of innocence 
and guilt. What is the irony of Liesel’s role as a thief?) 

 



Name: _________________________________________ 

             9th Honors ELA Summer Reading Assignment Rubric 
2021-2022 

 

 

 

Final Grade: 
 
____________/ 100  
 

Part 1: Main Characters 
 

Exemplary 
(10  Points) 

Proficient 
(7 Points) 

Developing 
(3 Point) 

Description demonstrates a deep and 
unique understanding of the character, 
his/her personality, and his/her role 
in the novel.  
 
Description is a solid paragraph that 
demonstrates critical thinking and 
effort on behalf of the student 
 
No spelling or grammatical errors are 
present 

Description mostly demonstrates a 
deep and unique understanding of the 
character, his/her personality, and 
his/her role in the novel.  
 
Description is a paragraph that mostly 
demonstrates critical thinking and 
effort on behalf of the student 
 
Grammatical errors are minimal. 

Description somewhat demonstrates a 
deep and unique understanding of the 
character, his/her personality, and 
his/her role in the novel  
 
Description somewhat demonstrates 
critical thinking and effort on behalf of 
the student 
 
Many spelling or grammatical errors are 
present 

 
Character 1_________________ 
 
Character 2_________________ 
 
Character 3_________________ 
 

 
 
Total points earned out of 30:  
 
___________ 
 

Part 2: Discussion Topics 
 

Exemplary 
(10 points) 

Proficient 
(7 points) 

Developing 
(3 points) 

Responses demonstrate consistent 
evidence of reflection, original ideas, 
and attention to detail.  
 
Ample textual evidence is provided to 
support conclusions.  
 
Each response is written in paragraph 
form.  
 
Responses are free of grammatical 
errors.  

Responses demonstrate some 
evidence of reflection and attention 
to detail.  
 
Some textual evidence is provided to 
support conclusions.  
 
Each response is written in 
paragraph form.  
 
Grammatical errors are minimal.  

Responses may not be fully developed 
with reflection, detail, and/or textual 
evidence. 
 
Each response is written in paragraph 
form.  
 
Many grammatical errors are present. 

Topic 1 ________________                           Topic   5 ________________                                           
 
Topic 2 ________________                           Topic 6 ________________                                           
 
Topic 3 ________________                           Topic 7 ________________                                           
 
Topic 4 ________________                                          
 

 
 
Total points earned out of 70:  
 
 
__________________ 
 


